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Rating Action: Moody's assigns Aa1 to Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District,
MO's $261M Wastewater Rev. Bonds, Series 2017A
Global Credit Research - 17 Nov 2017
New York, November 17, 2017 -- Issue: Wastewater System Improvement and Refunding Revenue Bonds,
Series 2017A; Rating: Aa1; Rating Type: Underlying LT; Sale Amount: $261,175,000; Expected Sale Date:
12/05/2017; Rating Description: Revenue: Government Enterprise;
Summary Rating Rationale
Moody's Investors Service assigned a Aa1 rating to Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District, MO's $261 million
Wastewater System Improvement and Refunding Revenue Bonds, Series 2017A. Moody's maintains the Aa1
rating on the district's outstanding parity debt. The ratings also take into consideration $356 million in
outstanding subordinate lien state revolving fund bonds that are not rated by Moody's. The outlook is stable.
The Aa1 rating reflects the district's stable financial performance, the result of annual rate increases, prudent
management practices and conservative budgeting. The rating also reflects management's ability to
successfully manage through the initial stages of a $4.7 billion (in 2010 dollars) consent decree. The decree
primarily requires the significant reduction of combined and sanitary sewer overflows. The rating is also based
on the district's large and diverse service area that encompasses the City of St. Louis (A3 negative) and St.
Louis County (Aaa stable), an increasing debt profile with sound debt service coverage, and satisfactory legal
covenants and no debt service reserve with the current issuance.
Rating Outlook
The stable outlook reflects the district's large service area encompassing the St. Louis metro area, and
continued strong financial performance due in large part to multiyear adopted annual rate increases and
prudent management practices.
Factors that Could Lead to an Upgrade
- Strong management of the significant consent decree driven capital program
- Rate management to incorporate capital needs while maintaining healthy debt service coverage
- Trend of strong balance sheet performance and improvement of liquidity
Factors that Could Lead to a Downgrade
- Narrowed liquidity or debt service coverage
- Inability to successfully manage consent decree
- Significant decline in system demand
Legal Security
The legal provisions outlined in the master and supplemental bond ordinances provide satisfactory security for
bondholders. Debt service on the current bonds is secured by a senior lien on the net revenues of the
wastewater system and is on parity with the district's previously issued senior lien wastewater revenue bonds.
Pledged revenues explicitly exclude storm water system revenues. The rate covenant calls for net revenues to
provide at least 1.25 times annual debt service coverage on all senior lien bonds and 1.15 times debt service
coverage on all debt, including subordinate lien debt which consists of state revolving fund loans.
An additional bonds test calls for net revenues to equal 1.25 times MADS on all senior lien debt and 1.15
times MADS on all debt for either 12 consecutive months during the most recent 18 month period or in the
financial forecasts for the next three fiscal years. Series 2015B, 2016C and 2017A Bonds do not have a debt
service reserve. The debt service reserve requirement on other issued parity senior lien bonds is the lesser of

10% of the principal on the senior lien bonds; MADS on senior lien debt; or 1.25 times average annual debt
service on senior lien debt. The debt service reserve is cash funded and totaled $49.4 million as of fiscal 2017.
Use of Proceeds
Proceeds from the Series 2017A Bonds will be used to complete upgrade and rehabilitation projects
throughout the district which are in line with the district's long-term capital improvement plan and consent
decree and partially refund Series 2011B, 2012A and 2013B for economic savings.
Obligor Profile
The district owns and operates the system, which consists of sanitary, stormwater and combined collection
sewers, pumping stations, and wastewater treatment facilities. The service area includes 525 square miles, the
City of St. Louis, and 90% of St. Louis County. The district encompasses five watershed areas and serves a
population of roughly 1.3 million.
Methodology
The principal methodology used in this rating was US Municipal Utility Revenue Debt published in October
2017. Please see the Rating Methodologies page on www.moodys.com for a copy of this methodology.
Regulatory Disclosures
For ratings issued on a program, series or category/class of debt, this announcement provides certain
regulatory disclosures in relation to each rating of a subsequently issued bond or note of the same series or
category/class of debt or pursuant to a program for which the ratings are derived exclusively from existing
ratings in accordance with Moody's rating practices. For ratings issued on a support provider, this
announcement provides certain regulatory disclosures in relation to the credit rating action on the support
provider and in relation to each particular credit rating action for securities that derive their credit ratings from
the support provider's credit rating. For provisional ratings, this announcement provides certain regulatory
disclosures in relation to the provisional rating assigned, and in relation to a definitive rating that may be
assigned subsequent to the final issuance of the debt, in each case where the transaction structure and terms
have not changed prior to the assignment of the definitive rating in a manner that would have affected the
rating. For further information please see the ratings tab on the issuer/entity page for the respective issuer on
www.moodys.com.
Regulatory disclosures contained in this press release apply to the credit rating and, if applicable, the related
rating outlook or rating review.
Please see www.moodys.com for any updates on changes to the lead rating analyst and to the Moody's legal
entity that has issued the rating.
Please see the ratings tab on the issuer/entity page on www.moodys.com for additional regulatory disclosures
for each credit rating.
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AFFILIATES (“MIS”) ARE MOODY’S CURRENT OPINIONS OF THE RELATIVE FUTURE CREDIT
RISK OF ENTITIES, CREDIT COMMITMENTS, OR DEBT OR DEBT-LIKE SECURITIES, AND
MOODY’S PUBLICATIONS MAY INCLUDE MOODY’S CURRENT OPINIONS OF THE RELATIVE
FUTURE CREDIT RISK OF ENTITIES, CREDIT COMMITMENTS, OR DEBT OR DEBT-LIKE
SECURITIES. MOODY’S DEFINES CREDIT RISK AS THE RISK THAT AN ENTITY MAY NOT MEET
ITS CONTRACTUAL, FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AS THEY COME DUE AND ANY ESTIMATED
FINANCIAL LOSS IN THE EVENT OF DEFAULT. CREDIT RATINGS DO NOT ADDRESS ANY
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INVESTORS AND IT WOULD BE RECKLESS AND INAPPROPRIATE FOR RETAIL INVESTORS TO USE
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS PROTECTED BY LAW, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO,
COPYRIGHT LAW, AND NONE OF SUCH INFORMATION MAY BE COPIED OR OTHERWISE
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All information contained herein is obtained by MOODY’S from sources believed by it to be accurate and
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MOODY’S is not an auditor and cannot in every instance independently verify or validate information received
in the rating process or in preparing the Moody’s publications.
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To the extent permitted by law, MOODY’S and its directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives,
licensors and suppliers disclaim liability for any direct or compensatory losses or damages caused to any
person or entity, including but not limited to by any negligence (but excluding fraud, willful misconduct or any
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Moody’s Investors Service, Inc., a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of Moody’s Corporation
(“MCO”), hereby discloses that most issuers of debt securities (including corporate and municipal bonds,
debentures, notes and commercial paper) and preferred stock rated by Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. have,
prior to assignment of any rating, agreed to pay to Moody’s Investors Service, Inc. for appraisal and rating
services rendered by it fees ranging from $1,500 to approximately $2,500,000. MCO and MIS also maintain
policies and procedures to address the independence of MIS’s ratings and rating processes. Information
regarding certain affiliations that may exist between directors of MCO and rated entities, and between entities
who hold ratings from MIS and have also publicly reported to the SEC an ownership interest in MCO of more
than 5%, is posted annually at www.moodys.com under the heading “Investor Relations — Corporate
Governance — Director and Shareholder Affiliation Policy.”
Additional terms for Australia only: Any publication into Australia of this document is pursuant to the Australian
Financial Services License of MOODY’S affiliate, Moody’s Investors Service Pty Limited ABN 61 003 399
657AFSL 336969 and/or Moody’s Analytics Australia Pty Ltd ABN 94 105 136 972 AFSL 383569 (as
applicable). This document is intended to be provided only to “wholesale clients” within the meaning of section
761G of the Corporations Act 2001. By continuing to access this document from within Australia, you represent
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neither you nor the entity you represent will directly or indirectly disseminate this document or its contents to
“retail clients” within the meaning of section 761G of the Corporations Act 2001. MOODY’S credit rating is an
opinion as to the creditworthiness of a debt obligation of the issuer, not on the equity securities of the issuer or
any form of security that is available to retail investors. It would be reckless and inappropriate for retail investors
to use MOODY’S credit ratings or publications when making an investment decision. If in doubt you should
contact your financial or other professional adviser.
Additional terms for Japan only: Moody's Japan K.K. (“MJKK”) is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary
of Moody's Group Japan G.K., which is wholly-owned by Moody’s Overseas Holdings Inc., a wholly-owned
subsidiary of MCO. Moody’s SF Japan K.K. (“MSFJ”) is a wholly-owned credit rating agency subsidiary of
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Agency and their registration numbers are FSA Commissioner (Ratings) No. 2 and 3 respectively.
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